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Finding that I was going to Heidelberg, and that I
would there see Bunsen,1 he sent through me his warm
regards to him. "You are going to visit Bunsen," he
said; " you must by all means do so;" and he proceeded
to speak of him in the language of the greatest admira-
tion and affection, adding, " I do not understand some of
his writings, but I have formed the very highest opinion
of his Bibelwerk." It is not for one who had so imper-
fect an acquaintance with Humboldt as I had to attempt
to reconcile what he said to me with harsh expressions
about Bunsen, scattered throughout his letters to
Varnhagen. Were his feelings toward Bunsen softened
in his later days, or was he rejoicing in the BilelwerJc
because he saw that it would further very different ends
from those contemplated by Bunsen ?

In speaking of the controversy going on between
Brewster and "Whewell as to the plurality of worlds with
living inhabitants, he expressed his astonishment that
Whewell should have taken up the position so perversely,
of denying that the planets and stars must be inhabited.
He thought it very unreasonable to suppose that God
should have left so many material bodies uninhabited.
I regarded him as here expressing unequivocally Ms
belief in the existence of the good God*

On parting he held my hands for several minutes, and
I pressed him strongly with the obligations and privi-
leges of the gospel.

It was on the afternoon of Tuesday, August 4, that I
waited on Bunsen at his pleasant villa, near Heidelberg,
with a letter of introduction, with which I had been

i Christian Karl Josias, Chevalier von . . . The distinguished scholar
and diplomatist.k of religion
